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House panel swiftly takes up gun bill after mass shootings

By KEVIN FREKING
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
House is swiftly working to
put its stamp on gun legis-
lation in response to mass
shootings in Texas and New
York by 18-year-old assail-
ants who used semi-auto-
matic rifles to kill 31 people,
including 19 children.
Debate on the legislation
came as the the White
House announced that
President Joe Biden would
give a prime-time speech
about the shootings and his
plans to press Congress "to
pass commonsense laws 1o
combat the epidemic of
gun violence that is taking
lives every day."

Partisan  positions  were

clear at a Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing Thursday on

legislation that would raise
the age limit for purchasing
semi-automatic rifles from
18 to 21. The bill also would
make it a federal offense
to import, manufacture
or possess large-capacity
magazines and would cre-
ate a grant program o buy
back such magazines.

It also builds on the admin-

istration’s executive ac-
tion banning fast-action
"bump-stock” devices

and “ghost guns” that are
assembled without serial
numbers.

The Democratic legislation,
called the Protecting Our
Kids Act, was quickly add-
ed fo the legislative dock-
et after last week’s school

shooting in Uvalde, Texas.
Continued on next page

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Texas, speaks in support of Democratic gun conirol measures, called
the Protecting Our Kids Act, in response to mass shootings in Texas and New York, at the Capitol
in Washington, Thursday, June 2, 2022.
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Continued from front
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif., promised in a letter
to Democratic colleagues
Thursday that the House will
vote on the measure next
week, and she promised
other votes in the weeks
ahead, including on a bill
to to create an AMBER
Alert-style notification dur-
ing a mass shooting. Pelosi
also pledged a hearing on
a bill banning military-style
semiautomatic rifles.

But with Republicans nearly
all in opposition, the House
action will mostly be sym-
bolic, merely putting law-
makers on record about
gun control ahead of this
year's elections. The Senate
is taking a different course,
with a bipartisan  group
striving toward a compro-
mise on gun safety legislo-
tion that can win enough
GOP support to become
law. Those talks are making
"rapid progress," accord-
ing to Sen. Susan Collins of
Maine, one of the Republi-
can negotiators.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y.,
chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, de-
fended his chamber's pro-
posals as popular with most
Americans. He dismissed
Republican criticism.

"You say that it is too soon
to take action? That we are
'politicizing' these tragedies
to enact new policiese"
Nadler said. "It has been
23 years since Columbine.
Fifteen years since Virginia
Tech. Ten years since San-
dy Hook. Seven years since
Charleston. Four years since
Parkland and Santa Fe and
Tree of Life Synagogue in
Pittsburgh."

"Too soon?2 My friends, what
the hell are you waiting
fore"

House Judiciary Committee Chair Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., top center, speaks and Rep. Jim Jordan,
R-Ohio, top right, the ranking member, listens as the panel holds a markup session at the Capitol

in Washington, Sept. 13, 2021.

Rep. Jim Jordan of Ohio,
the top Republican on the
committee, said no one
wants another fragedy. But
he insisted the House bill
would do nothing to stop
mass shootings.

"We need fo get serious
about understanding why
this  keeps happening.
Democrats are always fix-
ated on curtailing the rights
of law-abiding citizens rath-
er than trying fo understand
why this evil happens," Jor-
dan said. "Until we figure
out the why, we will always
mourn losses without facing
the problem. Our job is to
figure out the why."

A chief feature of the House
bill requires those buying
semi-automatic weapons
to be at least 21. Only six
states require someone to
be at least 21 years old to
buy rifles and shotguns. The
shooters in Uvalde and Buf-

falo, New York, both were
18 and used an AR-15-style
weapon.

Rep. Steve Cohen, D-Tenn.,
said that it should be a red
flag when an 18-year-old
wants to buy "an assault
weapon."

"That's what they want on
their 18th birthday is an
assault weapone They've
got a problem, which
means we've got a prob-
lem, which means those 19
kids and their parents and
those two teachers have a
problem, forever,” Cohen
said, referring to the victims
in Uvalde.

Rep. Dan Bishop, R-N.C.,
pointed to a U.S. appeals
court ruling last month,
however, that found Cali-
fornia's ban on the sale of
semiautomatic weapons to
adults under 21 unconstitu-
tional.

"I can tell you this, and let
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me be clear, you are not
going to bully your way to
stripping Americans of fun-
damental rights," Bishop
said.

The hearing featured emo-
tional pleas from Demo-
cratic lawmakers for Con-
gress to respond to the
mass shootings after years
of gridlock on gun issues,
one of the most riveting
coming from Rep. Lucy Mc-
Bath of Georgia.

She recalled how her son,
Jordan, was shot and killed
at a gas station by a man
who complained about the
loud music he was listening
to. She said she dreams of
who he would have be-
come. She said racial bias
led to his death and those
of 10 Black Americans in
Buffalo last month and is
"being replayed with ca-
sual callousness and de-
spicable frequency" in the

United States.

"We all understand that the
murder of our children can-
not continue," McBath said.
"And we have solutions
that a majority of American
people believe in. They are
common-sense  compro-
mises that will keep Ameri-
can children alive."

Several lawmakers par-
ficipated in the hearing
remotely, including Rep.

Greg Steube, R-Fla., who
brandished various pistols in
arguing that the bill's provi-
sion banning large-capaci-
ty magazines of more than
10 rounds amounted to
stopping law-abiding citi-
zens from purchasing guns
of their choice.

When Rep. Sheila Jackson
Lee, D-Texas, remarked
that she hoped one of the
guns Steube was holding
was not loaded, Steube
replied, "I'm in my house, |
can do whatever | want
with my guns." It was one of
several pointed exchanges
during the hearing.

Any legislative response
to the Uvalde and Buffalo
shootings will have to get
through the evenly divid-
ed Senate, where support
from at least 10 Republi-
cans would be needed to
advance the measure o a
final vote. A group of sena-
tors has been working pri-
vately this week in hopes of
finding a consensus.

Ideas under discussion in-
clude expanding back-
ground checks for gun
purchases and incentiviz-
ing red-flag laws that allow
family members, school of-
ficials and others to go infto
court and secure orders
requiring the police to seize
guns from people consid-
ered threats to themselves
or others.

Airport workers receive JetBlue flight 387, the first commercial
flight between the U.S. and Cuba in more than a half century,
holding a United States, and a Cuban national flag, on the air-
port tarmac Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2014 in Santa Clara, Cuba.

Associated Press

U.S. Transportation Dept. lifts restrictions
on Cuba flights

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
U.S. Transportation Depart-
ment on Wednesday made
it easier for Americans fo
travel to Cuba, lifting flight
restrictions that were estab-
lished during the Trump ad-
ministration.

The restrictions had pre-
vented U.S. airline flights
and chartered flights from
going to Cuban cities other
than Havana. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken sent a

letter to the Transportation
Department on Tuesday
asking it to revoke the re-
strictions, and the agency
followed through Wednes-
day.

Blinken said opening up
flights to Cuba was "in sup-
port of the Cuban people
and in the foreign policy
interests  of the United
States." He said that once
the Transportation Depart-
ment followed through on

his request, "scheduled
and charter air services
between the United States
and Cuban airports may re-
sume effective immediate-
ly." The Biden administration
announced last month that
it would expand flights to
Cuba, take steps to loosen
restrictions on U.S. tfravelers
fo the island, and lift restric-
fions on money that immi-
grants can send to people
on the island..
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Go-broke dates pushed back for Social Security, Medicare

By FATIMA HUSSEIN and
TOM MURPHY

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A
stronger-than-expected
economic recovery from
the pandemic has pushed
back the go-broke dates
for Social Security and
Medicare, but officials
warn that the current eco-
nomic turbulence is putting
additional pressures on the
bedrock retirement pro-
grams.

The annual Social Security
and Medicare trustees re-
port released Thursday says
Social Security's frust fund
will be unable to pay full
benefits in 2035, instead of
last year's estimate of 2034.
The year before that it esti-
mated an exhaustion date

A Social Security card is displayed on Oct. 12, 2021, in Tigard, Ore.

has surged due fo high in-
flation, have made it dif-
ficult for Thompson and
his mother to drive to take
care of his grandmother.
"All of us have experienced
high costs," Thompson said.
Because his grandmother
can pass on some of her
Social Security benefits to
her daughter to help pay
for gasoline costs, "the ad-
justment is a cushion my
mom can rest on" as she
fravels to care for Thomp-
son's grandmother.

A Treasury official said this
year's high inflation could
prompt an 8% percent in-
crease in benefits next
year.

A new Congressional Bud-
get Office report states that
the biggest drivers of debt

of 2035.The projected de-
pletion date for Medicare's
frust fund for inpatient hos-
pital care moved back
two years to 2028 from last
year's forecast of 2026.
"Economic recovery from
the 2020 recession has
been stronger and faster
than assumed in last year's
reports, with positive effects
on the projected actuarial
status of the trust funds in
these reports," the report
states.

Forecasters said in the re-
port released Thursday
that the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic will have no net
effect on their long-range
projections. But they also
noted that assumptions
for their latest report were
made in February, which
was before cases began
climbing again nationally
and inflafion jumped.
Social Security pays ben-
efits to more than 65 million
Americans, mainly refirees

as well as disabled people
and survivors of deceased
workers. Medicare covers
roughly 64 million older and
disabled people.

Income for Medicare's hos-
pital insurance fund is pro-
jected to be higher than
estimates from last year
because the number of
covered workers who help
fund it and their average
wages are both expected
to be higher.

A main source of financing
is payroll taxes on earnings
paid by employees and
employers. About 183 mil-
lion people paid those tax-
esin 2021.

The report projects the
Medicare "Part B" premium
for outpatient coverage to
remain stable at $170.10 a
month. Buf administration
officials said that projec-
tion, based on informa-
tion from earlier this year,

doesn't reflect an expect-
ed drop due to an overes-
fimation of the cost of cov-
ering the Alzheimer's treat-
ment Aduhelm.

The impact of the eco-
nomic recovery on the trust
funds has been resound-
ingly positive, which was
stronger and faster than ex-
pected, a Treasury official
said Thursday on the condi-
fion of anonymity during a
call with reporters.

The frustees of Social Secu-
rity and Medicare include
the secretaries of Treasury,
Health and Human Servic-
es, and Labor, as well as
the Social Security commis-
sioner. They are supposed
to be joined by two "public
frustees," however those
positions are currently va-
cant.

A representative from the
White House did not re-
spond to an email inquiry

Associated Press

about whether the presi-
dent intfends to nominate
new public trustees.

The trustees report is an
added reminder of the
U.S. government's financial
troubles, as it juggles histori-
cally high inflation, recov-
ery from a pandemic and
the war in Ukraine.

There was some good
news for retirees, however.
This year, Social Security
retirees got a 5.9% boost
in benefits this year, which
was the biggest cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment, also known
as COLA, in 39 years.

Ron Thompson Jr, a 24 year-
old D.C. resident, says this
year's cost of living increase
has been "transformation-
al" as a trickle-down ben-
efit fo his family, as he helps
take care of his 77 year-old
grandmother, who lives on
the other side of town.
Transportation costs, which

rising in relation to GDP are
increasing interest  costs
and spending for Medicare
and Social Security. An ag-
ing population drives those
numbers.Charles Balhous, a
senior economic adviser to
former President George W.
Bush and a public trustee of
Social Security and Medi-
care during the Obama
administration, told The As-
sociated Press that "the first
thing that's important fo do
is grasp the baseline, it's
very dire," he said.

Balhous says failing to fi-
nance Social Security and
Medicare under its current
stfructure  "would subject
the programs to perpetual
renegotiation,” with the
threat of benefit cuts or
elimination in the future.

"If we were to wait until the
2030s" to take action, "the
annual shortfall would be
so large — so many times
larger that it's not possible
to fathom."Q]

Hinckley, who shot Reagan, says thanks after winning freedom

By JESSICA GRESKO

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — John Hinck-
ley Jr., who shot President Ronald
Reaganin 1981, is saying thank you
to the people who helped him win
freedom from court oversight.

U.S. District Court Judge Paul L.
Friedman had freed Hinckley in
September from all remaining re-
strictions but said his order wouldn't
take effect until this month. On
Wednesday, the judge held a final
hearing in Hinckley's case and said

his release from conditions would
occur as planned June 15.
Hinckley, 67, sings and plays guitar
and hopes to pursue a music ca-
reer. He was not at the hearing but
wrote a brief thank you Wednes-
day evening on Twitter.

"A big thank you to everyone who
helped me get my unconditional
release," he wrote. "What a long
strange trip it has been. Now it's
time to rock and roll."

On Thursday, the day after the
hearing, Hinckley tweeted, "What

this world needs is peace, love and
understanding.”

In July, Hinckley plans to give a
concert in New York City. Appear-
ances in Connecticut and Chi-
cago for what he has called the
"John Hinckley Redemption Tour"
have been canceled. Hinckley
also shares his music on a YouTube
channel.

Hinckley was confined to a men-
tal hospital in Washington for more
than two decades after a jury
found him not guilty by reason of

insanity in shooting Reagan. But he
has shown no signs of active men-
tal illness in decades, the judge
repeated Wednesday, and has
exhibited no violent behavior or in-
terest in weapons.

"He's no longer a danger to him-
self or others," Friedman repeated
Wednesday. In 2003, Friedman
began allowing Hinckley to spend
longer and longer stretches in the
community with requirements like
aftending therapy and restrictions
on where he can travel.]
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Oregon droppmg Al tool used in child abuse cases

By SALLY HO AND GA-
RANCE BURKE

Associated Press

Child welfare officials in
Oregon will stop using an
algorithm to help decide
which families are investi-
gated by social workers,
opting instead for a new
process that officials say will
make better, more racially
equitable decisions.

The move comes weeks
after an Associated Press
review of a separate algo-
rithmic tool in Pennsylvania
that had originally inspired
Oregon officials to develop
their model, and was found
to have flagged a dis-
proportionate number of
Black children for "manda-
tory" neglect investigations
when it first was in place.
Oregon's Department
of Human Services an-
nounced to staff via email
last month that after "exten-
sive analysis" the agency's
hotline workers would stop
using the algorithm at the
end of June to reduce dis-
parities concerning which
families are investigated for
child abuse and neglect by
child protective services.
"We are committed to con-
finuous quality improve-
ment and equity," Lacey
Andresen, the agency's
deputy director, said in the
May 19 emaiil.

Jake Sunderland, a depart-
ment spokesman, said the
existing algorithm  would
"no longer be necessary,”
since it can't be used with
the state's new screen-
ing process. He declined
tfo provide further details
about why Oregon decid-
ed toreplace the algorithm
and would not elaborate
on any related disparifies
that influenced the policy
change.

This story, supported by
the Pulitzer Center for Cri-
sis Reporting, is part of an
ongoing Associated Press
series, '"Tracked," that in-

¥

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., speaks during a news conference, on Dec. 15, 2021, on Capitol Hill in

Washington.

vestigates the power and
consequences of decisions
driven by algorithms on
people's everyday lives.

Hotline workers' decisions
about reports of child
abuse and neglect mark
a critical moment in the in-
vestigations process, when
social workers first decide
if families should face state
intervention. The stakes are
high — not attending to an
allegation could end with a
child's death, but scrutiniz-
ing a family's life could set
them up for separation.

From California to Colo-
rado and Pennsylvania, as
child welfare agencies use
or consider implementing
algorithms, an AP review
identified concerns about
fransparency, reliability

and racial disparities in the
use of the technology, in-
cluding their potential to
harden bias in the child
welfare system.

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden, an
Oregon Democrat, said he
had long been concerned
about the algorithms used
by his state's child welfare
system and reached out to
the department again fol-
lowing the AP story to ask
questions about racial bias
— a prevailing concern with
the growing use of artificial
inteligence tools in child
protective services.
"Making decisions about
what should happen to
children and families is far
too important a task to
give untested algorithms,"
Wyden said in a statement.
“I'm glad the Oregon De-

ﬂ facebook
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partment of Human Ser-
vices is taking the concerns
| raised about racial bias
seriously and is pausing the
use of ifs screening tool."
Sunderland said Oregon
child welfare officials had
long been considering
changing their investigo-
tions process before mak-
ing the announcement last
month.

He added that the state
decided recently that the
algorithm would be com-
pletely replaced by its
new program, called the
Structured Decision Mak-
ing model, which aligns
with many other child wel-
fare jurisdictions across the
country.

Oregon's Safety at Screen-
ing Tool was inspired by the
influential Allegheny Fam-
ily Screening Tool, which is
named for the county sur-
rounding Pittsburgh, and is
aimed at predicting the risk
that children face of wind-
ing up in foster care or be-
ing investigated in the fu-
ture. It was first implement-
ed in 2018. Social workers
view the numerical risk

scores the algorithm gener-
ates — the higher the num-
ber, the greater the risk — as
they decide if a different
social worker should go out
to investigate the family.
But Oregon officials
tweaked their original al-
gorithm to only draw from
internal child welfare data
in calculating a family's risk,
and fried to deliberately
address racial bias in its de-
sign with a "fairness correc-
fion."

In response to Carnegie
Mellon University research-
ers' findings that Allegheny
County's algorithm initially
flagged a disproportionate
number of Black families for
"mandatory" child neglect
investigations, county of-
ficials called the research
"hypothetical," and noted
that social workers can
always override the ftool,
which was never infended
fo be used on its own.
Wyden is a chief sponsor of
a bill that seeks to establish
fransparency and national
oversight of software, algo-
rithms and other automat-
ed systems.

"With the livelihoods and
safety of children and fami-
lies at stake, technology
used by the state must be
equitable -- and | will con-
finue to watchdog," Wyden
said. The second tfool that
Oregon developed - an
algorithm to help decide
when foster care children
can be reunified with their
families — remains on hiatus
as researchers rework the
model. Sunderland said the
pilot was paused months
ago due to inadequate
data but that there is "no
expectation that it will be
unpaused soon."

In recent years while under
scrutiny by a crisis oversight
board ordered by the gov-
ernor, the state agency -
currently preparing to hire
its eighth new child welfare
director in six years — con-
sidered three additional
algorithms, including pre-
dictive models that sought
fo assess a child's risk for
death and severe injury,
whether children should be
placed in foster care, and
if so, where. Sunderland
said the child welfare de-
partment never built those
tools, however.[]
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U.N. report: Over 1 million displaced in Myanmar amid violence

) [N

By GRANT PECK

BANGKOK (AP) — The Unit-
ed Nations’ humanitarian
relief agency says the num-
ber of people displaced
within strife-torn Myanmar
has for the first fime ex-
ceeded 1 million, with well
over half the fotal losing
their homes after a military
takeover last year.

The U.N. Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian
Affairs says in a report that
an dlready critical situa-
fion is being exacerbated
by ongoing fighting be-
tween the military govern-
ment and its opponents,
the increasing prices of es-
senfial commodities, and
the coming of monsoon
season, while funding for
its relief efforts is severely in-
adequate. Its report covers
the situation up to May 26.
The military has hindered or
denied independent ac-
cess to areas not under ifs
control, hampering aid ef-
forts.

Myanmar’s army in Febru-
ary last year seized power
from the elected govern-
ment of Aung San Suu
Kyi, triggering widespread
peaceful protests. When
those were put down with
lethal force by the army
and police, nonviolent op-
position turned into armed
resistance, and the coun-

the Moei River in Mae Sot, Thailand on Feb. 5, 2022.

fry slipped intfo what some
U.N. experts characterize
as a civil war.

OCHA says that fighting
has recently escalated.
“The impact on civilians is
worsening daily with fre-
quent indiscriminate aft-
tacks and incidents in-
volving explosive hazards,
including landmines and
explosive remnants of war,”
the report says.

It says that more than
694,300 people have be-
come displaced from their

homes since the army
takeover, with thousands
being uprooted a second
or third time, and an es-
timated 346,000 people
were displaced by fighting
before last year’'s takeover
— mostly in frontier regions
populated by ethnic minor-
ity groups who have been
stfruggling for greater au-
tonomy for decades.

The report also says about
40,200 people have fled to
neighboring countries since
the takeover and more

w e T i

Displaced people from Myanmar carry donated lunch boxes to their tents along the Thai side of

Associated Press

than 12,700 “civilian prop-
erfies,” including houses,
churches, monasteries and
schools are estimated to
have been destroyed.

As of the end of the first
quarter of this year, hu-
manitarian assistance
reached 2.6 million people
in Myanmar, or 41% of the
6.2 million people targeted,
OCHA says. The country’s
fotal population is over 55
million.

But it warns this year's
Myanmar Humanitarian

Response Plan is only 10%
funded so far, falling short
by $740 million.

An official of the military
government’'s  Ministry of
Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement said Wednes-
day at a news conference
in Myanmar's capital Nay-
pyitaw that the govern-
ment distributed humani-
tariaon aid to more than
130,000 displaced people

from May 2021 through
May 27 this year.
The official, whose testi-

mony was broadcast but
who was not identified by
name, said 1,255 houses
and five religious buildings
were burned or destroyed
in fighting between the
army and local resistance
militias, and consequently
received government aid
for rebuilding.

U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees Filippo Grandi
said last month that the
number of people world-
wide forced to flee conflict,
violence, human rights vio-
lations and persecution has
crossed the milestone of
100 million for the first fime
onrecord. That's more than
1% of the global population
and comprises refugees
and asylum-seekers as well
as people displaced in-
side their own countries by
conflict..

N. Korea criticized as it takes helm of U.N. disarmament body

GENEVA (AP) — Dozens
of mostly Western coun-
tries criticized North Kore-
an ‘“reckless actions” in its
weapons programs as ifs
government on Thursday
took over the rotating presi-
dency of the U.N.-backed
Conference on Disarma-
ment.

After North Korea's ambas-
sador opened a new ses-
sion of the 65-nation body,
Australian Ambassador
Amanda Gorely read o
joint statement by 48 coun-
fries plus the European
Union that expressed con-
cerns about North Korea's
nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missile capabilities and
activities, including reports
that it may be preparing to
conduct a seventh nuclear
test.

She said members of the

conference who joined the
statement have decided
not to boycott North Ko-
rea’s presidency, but re-
main “gravely concerned”
about its “reckless actions
which continue to seriously
undermine the very value”
of the body. She said the
countries’ participation
should not be seen as giv-
ing any “tacit consent” to
North Korea's actions or its
“violation of numerous Unit-
ed Nations Security Council
resolutions.”

France's envoy, speaking
on behalf of the European
Union, said its members will
downgrade the level of
their representation at the
conference during North
Korea's nearly six-week
presidency through July 1.
Countries such as China,
Nigeria, Pakistan and Rus-

sia voiced support for North
Korea's presidency.

All member states get a
turn at the presidency. In
the past, Western coun-
fries have at fimes balked
over the accession of some
countries, such as when
Syria had a furn several
years ago. The presidency
is largely a symbolic and
administrative  post and
doesn't generally impact
the body's proceedings.
North Korea is taking over
the post from Cuba.

Han Tae Song, North Ko-
rea’'s ambassador, opened
the session by recognizing
the *honor and privilege" of
having the presidency. He
urged member counfries to
work toward “peace and
security” and expressed
willingness to work with alll
member states. He said the

r ;
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This photo provided by the North Korean government, shows
what it says a test launch of a hypersonic missile in North Korea
Wednesday, Jan. 5, 2022.

from Western
countries were “nothing
new"” and no more than
“copy-paste” of previous
crificisms they have voiced
about North Korea's be-
havior. He insisted that his

comments

(AL
T e RENEL

Associated Press

country has a right to de-
fend itself and said it is sfill
technically at war with the
United States because only
a cease-fire, not a peace
treaty, halted fighting in the
1950-53 Korean War.(
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Afghan Taliban launch campaign to eradicate poppy crop

By ABDUL KHALIQ

WASHIR, Afghanistan (AP)
— Afghanistan’s  Taliban
rulers have begun a cam-
paign to eradicate poppy
cultivation, aiming to wipe
out the country’s massive
production of opium and
heroin, even as farmers
fear their livelihoods will be
ruined at a fime of growing
poverty.

On a recent day in Washir
district in southern Helmand
province, armed Taliban
fighters stood guard as a
fractor tore up a field of
poppies. The field's owner
stood nearby, watching.
The Taliban, who took pow-
erin Afghanistan more than
nine months ago, issued an
edict in early April banning
poppy cultivation through-
out the country.

Those violating the ban
“will be arrested and tried
according fo Sharia laws
in relevant courts,” the Tal-
iban deputy interior min-
ister for counternarcotics,
Mullah Abdul Hag Akhund,
told The Associated Press in
Helmand's provincial capi-
tal, Lashkar Gah.
Afghanistan is the world'’s
biggest opium producer
and a major source for her-
oin in Europe and Asia. Pro-
duction spiraled over the

Taliban eradicate a poppy field in Washir, district of Helmand province, Afghanistan, Sunday, May
29, 2022.

past 20 years despite bil-
lions of dollars spent by the
U.S. frying to stop poppy
cultivation. But the ban will
likely strike a heavy blow
to millions of impoverished
farmers and day laborers
who rely on proceeds from
the crop to survive. The ban
comes as Afghanistan’s
economy has collapsed,
cut off from international
funding in the wake of the

Taliban takeover. Most of
the population struggles to
afford food, and the coun-
try has been suffering under
its worst drought in years.
Noor Mohammed, who
owns one poppy field in
Washir that was torn apart
by Taliban fractors, said
his plot of land is small and
lacks water, so he can’t sur-
vive by growing less profit-
able crops.

Associated Press

“If we are not allowed fo
cultivate this crop, we will
not earn anything,” he said
of his poppies.

Day laborers can earn up-
wards of $300 a month
harvesting opium from the
poppies. Villagers often rely
on the promise of the up-
coming poppy harvest to
borrow money for staples
such as flour, sugar, cook-
ing oil and heating oil.

Helmand is the heartland
of poppy cultivation in Af-
ghanistan. It appeared
the new eradication cam-
paign was targeting mainly
those who planted their
crops after the ban was
announced. Many others
who had planted earlier
succeeded in harvesting,
going from plant to plant,
slicing the poppy's bulb,
then scooping up the sap
that oozes out, the raw ma-
terial for opium.

Akhund, the deputy interior
minister, said the Taliban
were in touch with other
governments and non-gov-
ernmental organizations to
work out alternative crops
for farmers.

Interior  Ministry  spokes-
man Abdul Nafi Takor said
the eradication campaign
will take place across the
country. "We are commit-
ted fo bringing poppy culti-
vation to zero,” he told the
AP.

[t's not known how many
poppies were planted this
season, how much was
harvested and how many
fields the Taliban have
eradicated so far.

But  Afghanistan's  pro-
duction has steadily risen,
reaching new heights ev-
ery year in recent years.

Jerusalem holds annual Pride Parade
despite threats

By ISAAC SCHARF
JERUSALEM (AP) — Thou-
sands of people attended
the annual Jerusalem Pride
Parade on Thursday amid
heavy protection by Is-
raeli police, who arrested
three people suspected of
threatening the event.

Past years have seen reli-
gious radicals attack par-
ficipants.

Jerusalem is home to a
large ultra-Orthodox Jewish
community and other con-
servative religious groups,
and many residents op-
pose the event.

The Jerusalem parade is
much smaller than the
yearly festivities in the more
liberal Tel Aviv, Israel’s com-
mercial hub on the Medi-
terranean Sea. Up to 7,000
people attended the Jeru-
salem march this year, po-

lice said.

Police could be seen de-
ployed on nearby rooftops
and a police helicopter
hovered overhead. The po-
lice said they arrested two
suspects with batons, tear
gas and gloves in their car
who were heading to the
parade areaq.

In 2015, an Israeli man
stabbed 16-year-old Shira
Banki to death and wound-
ed several others at the
Jerusalem Pride Parade;
he had recently been re-
leased for a similar attack
on parade participants in
2005. The aftack was wide-
ly condemned across Isra-
el's political spectrum.
Earlier Thursday, police said
they had apprehended a
21-year-old European citi-
zen residing in Jerusalem
on suspicion of sending

threats to an organizer of
the parade and to several
members of parliament
who support LGBTQ rights.
The police provided no fur-
ther details.

“We will not allow the Pride
Parade to take place in Je-
rusalem, the holy city. Shira
Banki's fate awaits you,”
read the threat sent to lib-
eral Labor party lawmaker
and longtime LGBTQ-rights
supporter Gilad Kariv.
Some members of Israel’s
ultra-religious  community
oppose the parade, homo-
sexudality, and LGBTQ rights,
and say the event should
not take place in the holy
city. A far-right anti-LGBTQ

group, Lehava, usually
stfages a counter-protest
nearby.

Earlier this week, Israel’s
defense minister said the

Thousands of people march under heavy security in the annual
Pride Parade, in Jerusalem, Thursday, June 2, 2022.

government would con-
sider designatfing Lehava a
terrorist organization for af-
filiation with the late Rabbi
Meir Kahane and his vio-
lent, anti-Arab ideology.

Israel has emerged as a
major gay-friendly travel
destfination in recent years,
in sharp contrast with the
rest of the region, where
gays are often persecuted

Associated Press

and even kiled. Members
of the LGBTQ community
serve openly in Israel’s mili-
tary and parliament, and
many popular artists and
entertainers as well as the
country's current health
minister are openly gay.
But leaders of the LGBTQ
community say Israel has a
long way to go to promote
equality.d
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In Argentina, groups keep lid on simmering social conflict

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina
(AP) — Holding an empty
tote bag, Bahiano Aréva-
lo waits impatiently for his
furn at the Little Lions soup
kitchen outside Argentina’s
capital. A few moments lat-
er, the 7-year-old receives
some milk and cake.

He takes it fo his mother, Ev-
elin Benitez, who is waiting
for him near the entrance
to the humble brick home
that serves as the soup
kiftchen in the poverty-
stricken Carmen de Alvear
neighborhood.

“I come here because |
have three children and
everything helps,” said
Benitez, a street sweeper
who makes 20,000 pesos
($159) per month, less than
half the minimum wage
and not enough to live on
in a country with one of
the world’s highest inflation
rates and 37% of its popula-
fion mired in poverty.
Benitez is one of millions
of Argentines who survive
largely thanks to soup kitch-
ens and state welfare pro-
grams, many of which are
funneled through politically
powerful social movements
linked to the ruling party.
Almost a third of Argentine
households are estimated
to receive some kind of so-
cial assistance.

These social organizations
do not simply provide food,
they also have strong ties to
political leaders which fa-
cilitates receiving subsidies
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Demonstrators walk past a monument of former President Julio Roca during a march to the Plaza
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de Mayo organized by social organizations demanding more jobs and higher wages, in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, Thursday, May 12, 2022.

and access to work pro-
grams. Benitez got her job
as a street sweeper though
one such program.

These organizations and
assistfance programs keep
a lid on simmering social
unrest in Argentina. Without
them, “everything would
blow up,” said Jorge Cao-
bral, a member of the Fr-
ente Popular Dario Santil-
I&dn, which opened the Lit-
fle Lions soup kitchen.
Critics of the state’s welfare
programs  ranging from
economists to right-leaning
polificians say they are a
fool used by political lead-
ers to assure votes come

election time. The social
groups are intermediar-
ies with the ministries and
some of their leaders hold
government posts or have
close fies to ruling party of-
ficials.

But they are a double-
edged sword for ruling
President Alberto Ferndn-
dez. On the one hand, they
help the neediest survive
day-to-day and prevent
explosive social conflict. But
they also pose a threat to
the government because
of their ability to organize
massive protfests for more
assistance, and other de-
mands. This power became

Associated Press

evident over the past few
weeks, when social orgo-
nizations held large street
protests demanding more
work and higher wages.
The life of Benitez, 29, re-
volves around such com-
bative social movements.
Now she is part of Barrios de
Pie, but last year she was
more heavily involved in
Movimiento Evita, another
organization. Membership
helped her get her job..
“Now I'll go pick up my
other two children in pre-
school and the three will be
able fo drink warm milk,”
said a smiling Benitez.

If Benitez did not go to this

and other soup kitchens,
some opened during the
pandemic, her three chil-
dren, mother and partner
would not have enough
food to survive at a fime of
58% annual inflation, which
economists say could grow
to 70 percent, or higher, by
the end of the year.
“Everything we obtained
was because we fought,
because we  blocked
streets,” said Cabral of
the Dario Santilldn Popular
Front, which was one of the
movements that camped
out for days recently on
one of the main Buenos
Aires avenues demanding
more welfare.

Such organizations have
long been present in Ar-
gentina but they grew and
became more powerful at
the end of 2001, when the
country suffered the worst
economic collapse inits his-
tory that plunged half the
population intfo poverty.
They continue fo hold influ-
ence and people rely on
them for a myriad of wel-
fare programs to subsist.
“Three of every 10 homes in
the country are beneficia-
ries of some kind of welfare
program,” said Eduardo
Donza, researcher at the
Social Debt Observatory of
the Argentine Catholic Uni-
versity. “If this were not the
case, the destitute would
go from representing the
current 8% of the popula-
fion to 18%."

Lack of water in Puerto Rico town

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP)
— Puerto Rico’s water and
sewer company was hit by
a federal lawsuit on Thurs-
day demanding that it pro-
vide services to thousands
of residents who lack pota-
ble water on a daily basis.
The class-action lawsuit was
fled by Carmen Maldo-
nado, mayor of the north-
ern town of Morovis, who
requested that a judge is-
sue an injunction to force
Puerto Rico's Aqueducts
and Sewer Authority to pro-
vide immediate service to
residents in need.

The lawsuit represents near-
ly 1,600 residents and seeks
$1,000 for every day spent
without water as compen-

sation, alleging that the
lack of water has caused
more than $55 bilion in
damages.

Maldonado said daily in-
ferruptions in water service
have long been a problem
in Morovis that grew worse
after Hurricane Maria hit in
September 2017 as a pow-
erful Category 4 storm and
razed the U.S. fterritory’s
electric grid.

The lawsuit states that ev-
ery day on average at
least three wards within the
municipality have no water
service.

It also noted that the town
has spent more than $1 mil-
lion in hiring and deploying
water frucks since Janu-

ary 2017. The lawsuit ac-
cuses the water and sewer
company of blaming the
problem on heavy rainfalls,
power outages, mechani-
cal failures and other issues.
“Every day there is an ex-
cuse,” it states, adding
that the company has not
adjusted the bills and that
those suing “have a consti-
tutional right to water ser-
vice.”

Daily power outages re-
main common across Puer-
to Rico, with officials saying
that if power generators
are not working, they are
unable to pump water.

A spokeswoman for the
water and sewer com-
pany did not immediately

)

sparks federal lawsuit

Jose Luis Gonzalez walks through a ravine known as “La Raja
de Rosa,” where people from Barrio Patron get their water
supply in Morovis, Puerto Rico, Dec. 22, 2017, three months after

Hurricane Maria hit.

respond to a message for

Associated Press

comment..
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ORANJESTAD — 2021 was the official Grand Opening
of Harbour House Aruba. The residence consisting of 94
units is located in the former:Mar Azul building, right in the
heart of Oranjestad. The'two brothers Irwin J. Perret-Gentil
and Alberto Perret-Gentil from PERING, one of the larg-
est, privately-owned Real Estate and construction firms in
Venezuela and Arubaq, officially opened their new jewel
in the presence of the invitees.

Harbour House Aruba is the ultimate smart investment or
persondl living space. A state-of-the-artlobby, an-ocean-
view gym, bar service, rooftop with 360 . degrees view of
Oranjestad, on-site parking, 24-hours security and a top
floor lounge area with Jacuzz's.: Cherry on the cake: an
infinity pool with a panorama on the harbour.

Harbour House Aruba officially open!
80 % sold, construction in final phase:
Harbour House Aruba is ready for you!

Harbour House Aruba of-
fers cosmopolitan living
in a beach-chic environ-
ment. The residence s
fast-seling their studios,
two-bedroom and three-
bedroom units for many
reasons but in a nufshell we
can name: great location,
great value for your money
and great guality. To see
exactly what sfill is avail-
able you may check the
website which shows you
a map with sold and open
units. Updates on construc-
tion are also on forehand.
When you live abroad
stopping by to check upon
your purchase is not that
simple, yet with the month-
ly updates on their welbsite,

it is a lot easier.

Hottest condo in town
Aruba Today talked to one
of the owners from New
York: “This is going to be
the hottest condo building
on the island because this
is the very first thing people
see when they arrive here
by cruise ship and it is the
only one combining the
ocean, port and city. We
feel so happy to be the
owner here, also, the or-
ganization is amazing. We
are being accommodated
in every way, the aftention
you get is extraordinary.”

Boardwalk

Living here includes be-
ing part of Oranjestad and
all its benefits. Around the
Harbour House building a
boardwalk is constructed
allowing you to stroll along
the waterfront and enjoy a
drink on a terrace or dive
info the art gallery, souve-
nir store or even have din-
ner facing the atmospheric
harbour of Oranjestad.

The process of purchase
is easy, whether you are
abroad or on the island.
Make an appointment
through the website to visit
the sales office when you

are here. In that way you

can actually see the unit,
materials and amenifies. If
you are not on the island
the welbsite can help you
out and the sales office is
happy tosend you allneed-
ed documentation for you
to orientate. When agreed
upon the unit you sign an
agreement and move for-
ward with the down pay-
ment which is $ 50.000. At
receipt of that amount
the sales is closed and the
price will not change. You
know what you get and will
not be surprised by price
changes. The payment
agreements after the de-
posit will be discussed and
are flexible. Harbour House
Aruba assist also in financ-
ing by banks.]

For more information:
https://harbourhousearu-
ba.com.

HARBO
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Origin of Papiamento- Aruba'’s native language

ORANJESTAD — Papiamento, Creole lan-
guage of ABC (Aruba, Bonaire and Cu-
racao) is from the Cape Verdean Creole
family (Cape Verdean language) and was
taken to the Caribbean in the 9th century
by the Cape Verdeans of that time (linings
and slaves), experts in cane culture and
sugar production, and who were hired by
Jewish entrepreneurs who went to invest
in this business in the Caribbean. Cape
Verdeans taught this pre-industrial revolu-
tion technology (planting cane and pro-
ducing sugar, which they had learned
from Madeirans) to slaves from other Afri-
can regions, and did so in their language,
Cape Verde Creole (Cape Verdean lan-
guage) , hence the language implanted
in Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao.

Unlike many interesting stories, wanting to
link Papiamento directly to Portuguese,
Gallician or Castilian (see Papiamento, on
Wikipedia - Portfuguese version and Span-
ish version, where the Portuguese and
Spanish, each claim the direct origin of
Papiamento), in fact, this is not frue. Pa-
piamento is not direct from Portuguese,
Galician or Castilian, it is from the Cape
Verde Creole family (Cape Verdean lan-
guage). You can see this bestwhen it's
saying obscene words and offending
someone, precisely as they say today in
both ABC and Cape Verde islands. The
obscene words kept the original, had no

~.
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lexical influence either from Castilian or
Dutch. Also the PapiCristang of Malacca,
the Patud of Macau, and several creoles
from the east (from Daman, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar, Philippines, Indonesia) and Afri-
ca (Casamanca, Guinea Bissau, Sierra Le-
one and Nigeria, these last two releases to
the English), all originated in the Creole of
Cabo Verde (Cape Verdean language),
which was the French language spoken
in Portuguese feitories on the coast of Af-
rica (from Senegal to Sierra Leone), and
which was taken east by the thousands
of cable - Verdeans (linings and slaves, al-
ready Christianized and speaking Creole)
who served as sailors and “slaves of arms”
in Porfuguese caravels, demanding the
east. | don't know why the official history
of Portugal usually omits this fact, which is
in the chronicles of the quinrentist chroni-
clers, but which we never saw in the his-
tory of Portugal that we study from primary
education to higher education. However,
it has always been tried to deceive us, in
colonial time, that we were descendants
of Viriato (lberian hero in the fight against
the Romans) and the pastors of the Her-
mini Mountains, but not much speaking of
our black-African ancestry.

We Cape Verdeans understand each oth-
er very well with these Antillans and East-
erns, whose language is from the same Cre-
ole family of Cape Verde (Cape Verdean
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language), speaking
their Creole and we ours.
Therefore, Papiamento,
PapiCristang,  PatudMao-
caense and the creoles,
said of Portuguese origin,
Daman, India, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar, some locations
in the Philippines and some
places in Indonesia, are
creoles of the language
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family Cape Verde Creole
(Cape Verdean language)
and indirectly the Galaico-
Duriense or Galaico-Portu-
guese, alanguage that the
people spoke in Portugal in
the 6th and 7th cenftury.

Anonymous
Source: Dushi Aruba
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Where to Find the Anchor?

At the south east coast of the island,
standing alone on a windswept
and barren land stands a popular
Aruba landmark - a large anchor.
It overlooks the sea just beyond,
watching over the shipping lanes.
It stands there in memory and in
honor of all sesamen who have lost
their life at sea.

Where to Find the Anchor?

The anchor is a "must see” land-
mark when you visit Aruba. It is
among the most photographed
historical landmarks for the island.
You want to make sure you add
this stop on your itinerary when
your visiting the south coast of Aru-
ba. The bright red anchor against
the backdrop of the deep blue
Caribbean sea and the azure blue
skies, make a great backdrop for
your vacation pictures.

The anchor is located at the en-
tfrance to Gate 6 to the former
Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts of
Seroe Colorado, on the south east
point of the island at the "“T" junc-
fion to Baby Beach.

Depending on where you are stay-
ing on the island, follow the signs
that indicate the way fto Baby
Beach. Once you reach the T-junc-
tion, it will be right in front of you.

About the Anchor

Size

It will be hard to miss the anchor,
it's huge! The anchor that weighs
21,772 kilos, is approximately 10
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6
inches fall.

On the anchor there are some
numbers. The 4112 and 4115,
which are believed to be the serial
numbers that refer to the “fluke™ or
horizontal and vertical parts of the
anchor, respectively. The number
21772K refers to the weight of the
anchor in kilos.

This type of anchor was manufac-
tured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde,
at a foundry located in Germany.

Where did the Anchor Come From?
There are a number of stories as
to the origins of the anchor, which
one do you think it was?2 (Unforfu-
nately the mystery has never been
solved, so your imagination can
pick which one you think it might
bel)

Story 1:

“"According to Mr. Manuel M. Cu-
riel, an ex-Lago Tug Captain, a fully
laden VLCC (Very Large Crude
Carrier) was seeking a mooring
at the 15-mile anchorage, known
as Bara, on the southern part of
the island. This is the usual shallow
mooring location for ships await-

ing orders, etc. The weather was
rough with strong current. The nor-
mal procedure is that they would
walk out three shackles (about 90
feet) until the anchor touches the
bottom while the chain must rest
on the bottom. Subsequently, they
will walk out some extra shackles
and when the ship starts fo swing
or lean on one side, the anchor is
properly set. Because of the rough
weather, unfortunately they did
not get the fime to walk out the
extra tackles and because of the
tension exerted on the winch, it
broke, and they lost the anchor
and its chain.”

Story 2:

“Mr. Curiel also said that at one
time a small tanker with a Korean
crew, while lifting their anchor also
liffed another anchor near the in-
ner harbor. When the ship asked
for assistance, he went with his tug-
boat along with a barge, to help.
But eventually they had to cut the
chain and let the anchor go to the
bottom because they could not
untangle them.”

How Did The Anchor Become a
Landmark?

Sometime between 1980 and 1985,
three gentlemen (Mr. Wim Marti-

nus — the Harbormaster of Aruba;
Mr. August Genser — the ex-Division
Superintendent of Lago’s Laboro-
tory; and Mr. Willie Davis — Owner
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San Nicolas),
were having a conversatfion with
Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous
Charlie’'s Bar and Restaurant in
San Nicolas. Charlie, who was a
visionary and had dreams for de-
veloping the San Nicolas area, told
these gentlemen that he would like
to come up with something inno-
vative for the San Nicolas area to
draw tourism to the area.

The “anchor”, which at that time
was being stored at the Oranjes-
tad harbor, was suggested as an
option. Charlie liked the ideal He
then contacted the President of
Lago for permission to acquire the
anchor. He was granted permis-
sion and the anchor was then re-
located to its present location and
dedicated “To All Seamen” on the
occasion of the closing of the Lago
Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985.

Through the Years

Through the years the Anchor was
slowly weathering from the wind
and salt. As time passed, sadly the
origin and purpose of the anchor
slowly faded away from people’s
memories.

After Chralies Brouns Jr died on Sep-
tember 15, 2004, his friend Mr. Sam
Speziale, requested assistance
from the management of Valero
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the
monument. The Valero Aruba Re-
finery, graciously sandblasted and
painted the anchor and poured a
concrete pad around it. On Agpril
17, 2005, the anchor monument
was rededicated “To All Seamen”
in a formal ceremony in memory of
Charlaes Brouns Jr.

Today, the anchor stands both as
memorial to all seaman who have
lost their lives at sea, but also as a
silent reminder that Seroe Coloro-
do is part of San Nicolas and that
San Nicolas is sfill a vibrant and im-
portant part of the island of Aruba.

The Best Time to Visit

When your planning your visit o
the south end of the island, you will
want to include in your itinerary the
many things to see and do there.
The anchor will be just one of these
stops, (I willrecommend other plac-
es below). With that being said, |
have to say, if you enjoy catching
a sunrise, the anchor is one of the
best places on the island to catch
the sunrise. But in reality, anyfime is
a good time to visit, depending on
your personal schedule.]
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OPEC+ dlliance boosts oil production as energy prices soar

LONDON (AP) — The OPEC
oil cartel and allied pro-
ducing countries including
Russia will raise production
by 648,000 barrels per day
in July and August, offering
modest relief for a global
economy suffering from
soaring energy prices.

The cost of oil, which be-
gan fo rise sharply to start
of the year, spiked after
Russia's Feb. 24 invasion of
Ukraine. U.S. crude prices
are now up 54% since the
beginning of the year, and
infernational crude prices
are up almost 40% in that
time.

Gasoline prices have risen
in tandem and hit anoth-
er all-fime high in the U.S.
Thursday.

That's become a potential
problem for U.S. President
Joe Biden in mid-term Con-
gressional elections this fall.
Elevated prices are also a
threat to the global econ-
omy as it emerges from the
pandemic, with both com-
panies and families poten-
tially reducing activity to
deflect those costs.

OPEC, whose de facto
leader is Saudi Arabia, had
for months resisted pres-
sure from the White House
fo increase oil supply more
quickly. That stance, along
with  a European Union
agreement to end most
oil imports from Russia,
has pushed prices higher.
Gasoline and diesel prices
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The logo of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is seen outside of OPEC's
headquarters in Vienna, Ausiria, on March 3, 2022.

have also been rising due
to alack of refining capac-
ity fo furn crude into motor
fuel.

The US "welcomes" the in-
creased production, White
House press secretary Kar-
ine Jean-Pierre said in a
prepared statement. '"The
United States will contfinue
to use all tools at our dispos-
al to address energy prices
pressures.”

Biden administration offi-
cials have recently visited
Saudi Arabia for talks on
energy supplies and re-

gional security issues.

The decision Thursday steps
up the pace by the alli-
ance, known as OPEC+, in
restoring cuts made during
the worst of the pandemic
recession. The group had
been adding a steady
432,000 barrels per day
each month to gradually
restore  production cuts
from 2020.

The increase did not ap-
pear to ease concerns
about fight supply and
oil prices actually rose af-
ter the decision was an-

Associated Press

nounced Thursday.

U.S. crude, which had fall-
en by as much as $3 per
barrel early in the day, re-
versing course and fraded
up almost 2% at $117.15.
Infernational  benchmark
Brent rose 0.7% at $117.02.
Market traders may have
expected more from the
meeting, such as an indi-
cafion from Saudis that
they could make up for any
shortfall due fto sanctions
against Russia.

Instead the alliance's state-
ment merely mentioned

reopening from COVID-19
lockdowns in "major global
economic cenfers" and
the end of seasonal main-
tenance work at refineries
as justifications for the in-
cremental increase. Lock-
downs in Shanghai and
Beiing have sapped fuel
demand in China.

OPEC+ decisions have
been complicated by the
group's failure to meet ifs
production targets due
fo underinvestment and
other roadblocks in some
member countries. Actual
production has lagged the
scheduled increases.

The U.S. saw a record high
average gasoline pump
price on Thursday of $4.71
per gallon, according to
AAA. The price of crude
makes up about half the
price of gasoline at the
pump in the U.S., and pric-
es could go even higher as
the summer driving season
gets under way. High gas
prices for drivers are a po-
tential factor in U.S. politics
with mid-term Congressio-
nal elections approaching
later this year.

In Germany, the govern-
ment has sought to soften
the blow to consumer fi-
nances from energy infla-
fion by launching deeply
discounted transit passes
that enable unlimited use
of local frains, subways and
buses for 9 euros ($10) per
month..]

Amazon to close Kindle bookstore in China, halt device sale

Associated Press

Amazon said Thursday that
it will shut down its digital
Kindle bookstores in China
and stop selling the device
to retailers in the country
to readjust the focus of its
business.

The company said in a
post on the popular mes-
saging app WeChat that
the digital bookstore will
stop operating on June 30,
2023. Customers in China
will not be able to buy new
e-books after that day and
won't be able to download
books they've already pur-
chased after a year later,
the company said. It noted
that it will offer refunds for
Chinese customers who
bought a Kindle this year.

Amazon's announcement
comes as foreign technol-
ogy companies have been
pulling out or downsizing
their operations in China
as a strict data privacy
law specifying how com-
panies collect and store
data takes effect. Such
pullbacks have come from
companies including Airb-
nb, Yahoo and Microsoft's
LinkedIn, which shuttered
the Chinese version of ifs
site last year and replaced
it with a jobs board with no
social networking functions.
However, Amazon said ifs
other businesses in China
will continue.

"Amazon China's long-term
commitment to customers
will not change," the post

said.

"We have established a
broad business base in Chi-
na and will continue to in-
novate and invest."

"As a global business, Ama-
zon is focused on delivering
valuable products and ser-
vices to customers through
innovation. At the same
fime, we confinue fo adjust
the strategic focus of our
own business and continue
to make efforts in the areas
that customers need," the
company said in another
statement posted on its of-
ficial Weibo account.

The e-commerce giant
went on to emphasize its
cross-border e-commerce
efforts in China, as well as its
cloud computing technolo-

Customers stand near a display of Kindle electronic readers at
the opening day for Amazon Books, the first brick-and-mortar
retail store for online retail giant Amazon, Nov. 3, 2015, in Seattle.
Associated Press

gies and services. Amazon
also said that it had 10,000
employees in China, with

offices in 12 cities including
Beijing, Shanghai, Hang-
zhou and Shenzhen.
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Experts:Everything points to another
busy hurricane season

This photo made available by NASA shows Hurricane Harvey
over Texas on Saturday, Aug. 26, 2017, seen from the Interna-
tional Space Station.

By SETH BORENSTEIN

AP Science Writer

Batten down the hatches
for another nasty hurricane
season.

Nearly every natural force
and a bunch of human-
caused ones — more than
just climate change —
have turned the last several
Atlantic hurricane seasons
info deadly and expensive
whoppers. The season that
starts Wednesday looks like
another note in a record-
breaking refrain because
all those ingredients for di-
saster are still going strong,
experts warn.

They say these factors point
to but don't quite prom-
ise more frouble ahead:
the natural climate event
La Nina, human-caused
climate change, warmer
ocean waters, the Gulf of
Mexico's deep hot Loop
Current, increased stormi-
ness in Africa, cleaner skies,
a multi-decade active
storm cycle and massive
development of property
along the coast.

"It's everything and the
kitchen sink,” Colorado
State University hurricane

Associated Press

researcher Phil Klofzbach
said.

In the past two years, fore-
casters ran out of names
for storms. It's been a costly
rogue's gallery of major
hurricanes — with winds of
at least 111 mph (179 kph)
— striking land in the past
five years: Harvey, Irma,
Maria, Florence, Michael,
Dorian, Humberto, Laura,
Teddy, Delta, Zeta, Etq,
lota, Grace and Ida.
"That's the pattern that
we've been locked into.
And what a statistic to think
about: From 2017 to 2021,
more Category four and
five (hurricanes) made U.S.
landfall than from 1963 to
2016," National Hurricane
Center Director Ken Gro-
ham said in an Associaf-
ed Press interview in front
of two hurricane-hunter
planes that fly into the
storms.

Graham, echoing most ex-
perts and every pre-season
forecast, said "we've got
another busy one" coming.
Last year, the Atlantic set a
record for six above aver-
age hurricane seasons in
a row, smashing the old re-
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cord of three in a row, and
forecasters predict a sev-
enth. The only contrary sign
is that for the first time since
2014, a storm didn't form
before the official June 1
start of the hurricane seao-
son, but forecasters are
wafching the Eastern Pa-
cific's record-setting Hur-
ricane Agatha that looks
likely to cross over land and
reform as Alex in the Gulf of
Mexico later this week.
Here's what may make the
Atlantic chaotic this sea-
son:
LA NINA
One of the biggest influ-
ences on Aflantic hurri-
cane seasons occurs half a
world away in the fempo-
rarily cooling waters of the
equatorial Pacific, the nat-
ural cyclical phenomenon
called La Nina, the more
dangerous for the United
States flip side to El Nino.
La Nina alters weather
across the world, including
making hurricane develop-
ment in the Aflanfic more
likely. It starts with the Sahel
region of Africa, where the
seeds of the many of the
stfrongest mid-season hurri-
canes, called Cape Verde
storms, form. That often dry
region is wet and stormy in
La Nina and that helps with
early formation.
One weather feature that
can decapitate storms or
prevent them from forming
in the first place is high cross
winds called shear. But La
Nina prefty much deadens
shear, which is "a huge fac-
tor" for more storm activity,
University of Albany hur-
ricane researcher Kristen
Corbosiero said.
CLIMATE CHANGE
Studies show that climate
change is making hur-
ricanes wetter, because
warm air can hold more
moisture, and are making
the strongest storms a bit
stronger. Storms also may
be staling more, allowing
them to drop more rain
over the same place, like in
2017's Harvey, where more
than 50 inches (127 cen-
timeters) fell in one spof.
They are also rapidly inten-
sifying more often, experts
say.

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page
While studies point to an
increasing number of the
stfrongest storms because
of human-caused climate
change, scientists sfill dis-
agree over what global
warming means for the
overall frequency of all
storms. Some scientists see
a slight decrease because
of fewer weaker storms,
but others, such as MIT hur-
ricane researcher Kerry
Emanuel, see an overall in-
crease in the total number
of storms.

A study by Emanuel found
a generalincrease in Atlan-
fic storm s over 150 years,
with some exceptions. That
increase is too large to be
directly linked to climate
change, Emanuel said,
"but it could be indirectly
related to climate change"
especially if global warm-
ing is changing ocean cir-
culation speeds as suspect-
ed.

WARMER WATER

Warm water acts as fuel
for hurricanes. Storms can't
form until waters hit 79 de-
grees (26 degrees Celsius)
and the deeper the warm
water reaches, and the
higher its temperature, the
more the hurricane has to

feed on.
And because of climate
change and natural

weather variables, the wao-
fer in much of the Atlan-
tic, Caribbean and Gulf of
Mexico is warm and inviting
for storms, University of Mi-
ami hurricane researcher
Brian McNoldy said. In the
key storm formation areq,
waters are about half a de-
gree warmer (0.3 degrees
Celsius) than last year at
this time of year, accord-
ing to National Oceanic
and Afmospheric Adminis-
fration hurricane seasonal
forecaster Matthew Rosen-
crans.

LOOP CURRENT

In the Gulf of Mexico there's
a normal  phenomenon
called the Loop Current,
where warm water runs ex-
tfremely deep. That's impor-
tant because usually hurri-
canes bring up cold deep
water when they go over
warm water and that limifs
their strengthening. But the
Loop Current often turbo-
charges storms and it sheds
eddies of warm deep wao-
ter all over the Gulf for
storm intensification.

7

|t

Lt. Commander Sam Urato, a P-3 pilot of National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration, points to decals on the fuselage of
the Lockheed WP-3D Orion 'hurricane hunter' aircraft represent-
ing the hurricanes it has penetrated during a hurricane aware-
ness four at Washington National Airport, Arlington, Va., Tues-
day, May 3, 2022. Hurricane season starts Wednesday, June 1,
2022, and it's looking busy because every factor out there is
pointing to another nasty year in the Atlantic.

This year the loop current
seems especially strong,
northward and worrisome,
Emanuel and other experts
said. They compared it to
the Loop Current that in-
tensified Camille in 1969,
Katrina in 2005 and Ida last
year.

On Monday the Loop Cur-
rent was 1.8 degrees (1 de-
gree Celsius) warmer than
normal, McNoldy said.
CLEANER AIR

Traditional air pollution from
factories and cars — the
dirty air of smog and small
particles — reflects sunlight
and cools the atmosphere,
scientists say. That cooling
effect from air pollution
probably helped decrease
the number of storms in the
1970s and 1980s, which was
a quiet period in the Aflan-
fic.

But since Europe and the
United States cleaned up
much of their air pollution,

Associated Press

the Aflantic has goften
stormier during hurricane
season, while just the op-
posite is happening in Asia
where air pollution is in-
creasing, a new study said.
Experts said the decrease
in air pollution and increase
in Atlantic storms is likely a
permanent condition now.
LONGER TERM CYCLES
Hurricane researchers
have noticed over a cen-
fury or so, an on-off type
of cycle of storm activity
with about 20 to 30 years
of busy Aflantic hurricane
seasons followed by 20 to
30 years of less activity. The
current busy cycle started
in 1995 and should theoreti-
cally be ending soon, but
scientists see no sign of that
happening yet.

The theory behind the cy-
cle has to do with ocean
currents, salinity and other
natural cycles on a global
scale.
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Caribbean Palm Village Resort

Wks 20 and 21 - F101 AB /2

BR/ 2 Bath

Ground Floor, Pool View

$900 each
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215435
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energy immediate results
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HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Dakota Tel. 588 7364

San Nicolas:

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911
Fire Dept. 115
Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
Emerican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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The pain and beauty of 'Crimes of the Future’

By LINDSEY BAHR

AP Film Writer

Pain is a essentially a thing
of the past for some in Da-
vid Cronenberg's " Crimes
of the Future," a dense, gor-
geous and grotesque med-
itation on bodies, creation
and art. Suffering, howev-
er, is still alive and well as
everyone grapples with the
enormity of that fact that
human evolution has "gone
wrong."

It may be more mystifying
than illuminating when all is
said and done, but it is cer-
tainly a uniquely captivat-
ing experience with wildly
imaginative creations, in-
teresting performances,
challenging ideas and one
of the best scores of the
year.

Cronenberg, whose name
is forever destined and
doomed to be mentioned
any time any filmmaker at-
tempfts to put their spin on
"body horror," went viral for
a comment in which he
predicted that some peo-
ple would walk out of this
film within the first five min-
utes. He didn't mean every
audience, he'd go on fo
clarify, just a party-seeking
festival audience who ei-
ther wasn't familiar with or
didn't care to be open to
his work. Still, it's the kind of
provocative comment that
seems like a dare, and not
one to take lightly from the
man who made "The Fly,"
"Crash" and "Videodrome."
And, indeed, something
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This image released by Neon shows Léa Seydoux, background, and Viggo Mortesen in a scene

from "Crimes of the Future."

quite disturbing does hap-
pen in the first five minutes.
But the way he depicts the
horrific deed is done with
enough gravity to dispel
any worries about it being
there for exploitative shock
value. It simply makes you
infrigued about where this
is all going. And it's helped
along by Howard Shore's
mournful, masterful score.

This is a world in which bod-
ies are mutating. Viggo
Mortensen, playing Saul
Tenser, forms new and nov-
el organs regularly. Instead
of simply removing the un-

invited guests at a hospital,
he and his partner Caprice
(Léa Seydoux) have turned
it info an opportunity for
performance art. Invasive
surgery and pain manage-
ment have become things
that individuals do them-
selves, with the help of cus-
tom, alien-ike machines
that hold and manipulate
your body and anticipate
pain.

Saul's surgery, which Ca-
price performs, is a pub-
lic spectacle, heavy with
meaning and metaphor.
His exfracted organs be-

Associated Press

come specimens for dis-
play.

And it's not nearly as repul-
sive or punishing as it might
sound — take it from this
extremely squeamish critic
who went in with an empty
sfomach, bracing for the
absolute  worst. It could
have been pretty horri-
fying, too: There's blood
and scalpels, expectant
flesh (Mortensen's torso al-
most deserves a support-
ing credit), incisions galore,
pulsating organs, gagging,
drills, purple vomit, cloudy
saliva and a man with ears

all over his body perform-
ing a modern dance. But,
like the first five minutes,
"Crimes of the Future" does
not seem tfo have been
crafted to shock and dis-
turb. Cheap thrills are for
the newbies.

Cronenberg has things
he wants to say: About
art, about pain, about self
sacrifice, about evolution,
about creativity, about eth-
ics, about sex and about
beauty.

There is a lot of plot and
conspiracy swirling around
Caprice and Saul, includ-
ing a secrefive new gov-
ernment department
called the National Or-
gan Registry and the two
weirdos ( Kristen Stewart
and Don McKellar) who
work there. Stewart's rule-
abiding and small-voiced
Timlin, whom Caprice calls
"especially creepy," be-
comes a lusty superfan af-
ter seeing their show. There
are some strange techni-
cians, played by Tanaya
Beatty and Nadia Litz, and
the grieving father (Scott
Speedman) of a dead boy
skulking around their shows,
and a detective (Welket
Bungué) adding a noir ele-
ment fo the proceedings.
While I'll never fault a movie
for having a lot on its mind,
"Crimes of the Future" does
also often feel like it's about
everything and nothing.
It's endlessly quotable and
also hard to fully digest in
one sitting.

Prize-winning Texas drama teacher to get special Tony Award

Roshunda Jones-Koumba, a drama teacher at G. W. Carver
Magnet High School in Houston, appears in an undated photo.
Jones-Koumba will receive the 2022 Excellence in Theaire Edu-
cation Award.

Associated Press

By MARK KENNEDY

NEW YORK (AP) — The spe-
cial Tony Award that hon-
ors educators will go to a
drama tfeacher in Texas
who argues that "musical
theater has a unique way
of bringing people togeth-
er.

Roshunda Jones-Koumba,
the theater director at G.W.
Carver Magnet High School
in Houston will receive the
2022 Excellence in Theatre
Education Award on June
12 at the Tony Awards in
New York City.

The annual education
award bestowed by the
Tony Awards and Carnegie
Mellon University recog-

nizes U.S. educators from
kindergarten to 12th grade
who have "demonstrated
monumental impact on
the lives of students and
who embodies the highest
standards of the profes-
sion."

"In theater we accept all,
so you're not afraid to be
yourself. And that gives
you confidence to do any-
thing you want, enables
you to work with different
people, and to be a better
all-around person," Jones-
Koumba said in a state-
ment. "Theatre is Life. I'm
very grateful to The Tony
Awards and Carnegie Mel-
lon University for this honor."

The award includes a
$10,000 prize and a pair
of tickets to the Tony cer-
emony and gala. A panel
of judges comprised of the
American Theatre Wing,
The Broadway League,
Carnegie Mellon and other
leaders from the theater
industry selects the winner,
based on candidates sub-
mitted by the public.
Jones-Koumba has already
received ftwo prestigious
awards for 2021— the Ste-
phen Schwartz Musical
Theatre Teacher of the
Year Award and the Intfer-
national Thespian Society
Inspirational Theatre Edu-
cator Award..
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Briltney Griner receiving, answering WNBA players' emails

By DOUG FEINBERG

AP Basketball Writer
Brittney Griner can't play
with her WNBA colleagues.
She can't call them, either.
But she can write.

In one small bit of normal-
cy, Griner has been able to
receive emails and lefters
from WNBA players during
her detainment in Russia.
Hundreds of emails have
been sent by players to an
account Griner's agent set
up to allow them to com-
municate with her.

It's not easy: The emails are
prinfed out and delivered
sporadically in bunches to
Griner by her lawyer after
they are vetted by Rus-
sian officials. Griner doesn't
have access to the email
account; she'll either write
a response on paper and
her lawyers will take a pho-
to of it or she'll dictate are-
sponse if she doesn't have
any paper.

Los Angeles Sparks for-
ward Amanda Zahui B.
never thought she'd hear
back from Griner when she
sent an email fo the Phoe-
nix Mercury centfer a few
months ago.

"When she responded to
my second letter it blew me
away," Zahui B. said. "l was
like she responded!! In my
third letter, 1 was like 'hey
best friend, we are officially

Phoenix Mercury's Britthey Griner (42) is congratulated on a play against the Seattle Storm in the
first half of the second round of the WNBA basketball playoffs Sunday, Sept. 26, 2021, in Everett,

Wash.

best friends now."

Like so many WNBA play-
ers, Zahui B. wanted Griner
fo know she was thinking
about her as the two-time
Olympic gold medalist re-
mains, in the view of U.S. of-
ficials, wrongfully detained
in Russia.

Griner has been detained
for 105 days after vape
cartridges containing ol
derived from cannabis
were allegedly found in her

luggage at an airport near
Moscow.

When Zahui B. got her first
response from Griner it
made her smile and she
promised herself she would
send more notes. And she
has, sending them every
few weeks. So have many
other players.

"We just don't want her to
think she's forgotten," Lib-
erty center Stefanie Dolson
said.

Associated Press

It's not just emails being sent
to Griner; Diana Taurasi ac-
tually sent a hand-written
letter to her Mercury and
Olympic feammate.
Griner's agent  Lindsay
Kagawa Colas said the let-
ters have been a way for
the 6-foot-9 center to stay
connected to her WNBA
family.

Some players just offer
hopes and prayers for Gri-
ner's release and say they

are thinking about her.
Others send Sudoku puzzles
or more personal notes.
"She jokes in her letters. |
don't know how she does
it with what she's going
through. She's an amaz-
ing soul," Zahui B. said. "She
brings light in a situation
like this. | don't think a lot of
people could manage to
do that."

Zahui B., who jokingly ad-
mitted she tends to ramble,
sent Griner updates on her
daily activities describing
such mundane things as
getting her nails done or
what she ate for lunch.

She wasn't extremely close
with Griner when they both
played in the WNBA and
in Europe, but gotf to know
her befter over time. Gri-
ner sent a video to Zahui
B.,'s mom offering support
when she was battling
breast cancer and another
one for her 60th birthday a
few years ago.

Griner, who last responded
to the Sparks player last
week, signed it "From 42 to
42" when Zahui B. told her
she was switching her num-
ber to 42 in honor of the
center.

While writing letfters has
come naturally to Zahui B.,
other players says it is tough
to find the words to put pen
to paper.

Matsuyama disqualified for too much paint on his 3-wood

By DOUG FERGUSON
DUBLIN, Ohio (AP) — Former
Masters champion Hideki
Matsuyama was disquali-
fied Thursday when officials
determined he had too
much paint on the face of
his 3-wood that he was us-
ing for alignment.

It was the first time Mat-
suyama, who won the Me-
morial in 2014 for his first
PGA Tour victory, had ever
been disqualified on the
PGA Tour.

Chief referee Steve Rintoul
said rules officials were
made aware of 10 small
lines forming a circle on the
face of his 3-wood. Mat-
suyama had just teed off
at Muirfield Village and was
approached on the sec-
ond hole.

It's OK to have a non-con-
forming club in the bag as

long as it hasn't been used.
Matsuyama said he used it
for his opening tee shot.
Rintoul said he met him on
the fifth fairway to talk to
the Japanese star and fo
take pictures of the club.
He then brought in the
USGA and the tour's equip-
ment standards leader to
make sure, and the result
was disqualification.

The alignment aid was not
at issue, rather the sub-
stance used to create the
lines was thick enough that
it could affect the flight of
the ball.

Rule 4.1-a(3) states play-
ers cannot hit a shot with
a club that has been
changed "by applying any
substance to the clubhead
(other than in cleaning it)
to affect how it performs in
making a stroke."

Rintoul described the sub-
stance as white-out used in
fixing typographical errors
on paper.

"There was a lot of white,"
he said. "A white-out sub-
stance that was very much
up on the face of the club,
which, really, it's very clear
in equipment rules that is
not allowed.”

He said he closed his yes
and rubbed his fingernail
across the face of the club.
In one direction he could
feel the paint, and the oth-
er direction he couldn't.

"It was thick enough you
could pick up on where it
was on the face," he said.
Rintfoul said someone in
the golf industry whom he
declined to identify point-
ed out pictures of Mat-
suyama's club that had
been taken a few days

Hideki Matsuyama, of Japan, watches his shot on the ninth
fairway during the first round of the Memorial golf tournament,
Thursday, June 2, 2022, in Dublin, Ohio.

ago. They reached Mat-
suyama too late to keep
him from using the club in
competition.

"But the damage was done
on the first hole," Rintoul
said. "Just unfortunate set

Associated Press

of circumstances for Hideki,
for sure."

Matsuyama left after nine
holes — he was 3-over par
— without comment. His
next tournament is the U.S.
Open in two weeks.]



FRIDAY 3 JUNIA.(!ZGZISPORTS

Coco Gauff, 18, to face No. 1 Swiatek in French Open final
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Coco Gauff of the U.S.returns the ball to Italy's Martina Trevisan during their semifinal match of the French Open tennis tournament
at the Roland Garros stadium Thursday, June 2, 2022 in Paris.

PARIS (AP) — In some ways,
Coco Gauffis very much a
typical 18-year-old, striding
info Court Philippe Chatrier
for her French Open semi-
final on Thursday with ear-
buds in place, listening to
a playlist she explained is
"called 'Rap' — and | can't
say the next word."

And in some ways, she is an
old soul, anything but a run-
of-the-mill teen — or run-of-
the-mill tennis player.

So when Gauff had
wrapped up her 6-3, 6-1
victory over Martina Trev-
isan to reach her first Grand
Slam final, setting up a
showdown against  No.

1-ranked Iga Swiatek on
Saturday, the American
thought of the recent spate
of mass shootings in her
home country and wrote
in marker on a courtside TV
camera: "Peace. End gun
violence."

"I woke up this morning,
and | saw there was an-
other shooting, and | think
it's just crazy. | know that
it's getting more attention
now. But ... this has been
an issue, at least in my
head, for along fime, and |
definitely think there needs
fo be some reform put info
place," Gauff said. "l think
now especially, being 18,
I've really been frying to
educate myself around
certain situations, because
now | have the right to vote
and | want to use that wise-
ly."

A wilingness to speak out
aboutissues of significance,
and a wide-lens view of
the world, reflect the sort
of maturity that has served
her well, especially with so
much aftention from such
a young age. She won the
French Open junior fitle at
14.She became the young-
est qualifier in Wimbledon
history and then beat Ve-

nus Wiliams on the way to
the fourth round there at
15.

"From what | see on court,
she's developing every
year, basically," said Swi-
atek, the champion at Ro-
land Garros in 2020 and on
a 34-match winning streak
after eliminating No. 20
Daria Kasatkina 6-2, 6-1 on
Thursday. "And when | see
her, | tend to forget that
she's 18."

Ah, but she is.

When Gauff arrived in Paris
a little more than two weeks
ago, she celebrated her
recent high school gradu-
afion by posing for cap-
and-gown photos near the
Eiffel Tower while holding
her diploma. Now she's the
youngest player to reach a
maijor title match since Ma-
ria Sharapova won Wim-
bledon at 17 in 2004.

Gauff has won all 12 sefs
she's played, although she
did not need fto navigate
the most arduous path
fo get this. Because of all
manner of surprising results
and early exits by top play-
ers from the bracket, she
has faced only one seeded
foe, No. 31 Elise Mertens.
Big serves that reached
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115 mph against Trevisan,
a terrific backhand and a
still-improving forehand are
the keys to the 18th-seed-
ed Gauff's game.

Trevisan also praised
Gauff's defense, likening
facing her to hitting against
a wall — every ball comes
back.

Now, in Swiatek, comes
someone who will present
a much tougher test. The
only Polish player to win a
major singles title hasn't lost
since February, stringing to-
gether five tournaments in
a row; only Venus Williams,
who won 35 consecutive
matches in 2000, has a lon-
ger unbeaten stretch this
century.

"I'm just frying to tfreat these
matches as any other
matches," Swiatek said,
"because it is stressful, and
| accept that. But | want
to keep doing the same
work."

The men's semifinals are
Friday, with 13-time French
Open champion Rafael
Nadal playing No. 3 seed
Alexander Zverev, and
2014 U.S. Open champion
Marin Cilic facing No. 8
Casper Ruud.

With only faint wisps of

clouds overhead and the
temperature hovering
around 75 degrees Fahren-
heit (about 25 Celsius), the
two women's semifinals fol-
lowed a similar pattern.
Swiatek-Kasatkina was at
2-all. Then Swiatek claimed
10 of the last 11 games.
Gauff-Trevisan was at 3-all.
Then Gauff claimed nine of
the last 10 games.

Trevisan is a 28-year-old
left-hander who entfered
the day on a 10-match win-
ning streak, including her
first career WTA fitle at Ra-
bat, Morocco, a week be-
fore play began at Roland
Garros. She also defeated
Gauff the only previous
time they played — in the
second round in Paris two
years ago.

There were brief blips of
fension Thursday that had
little to do with the score.
Trevisan was surprised when
chair umpire Marijana Vel-
jovic cautioned her about
grunting — "l always play
like this," the Italian said —
after the official was asked
by Gauff whether it was OK
that her opponent's cries
of "Ahhhh!" were stretching
into Gauff's racket swings.
Gauff questioned Veljo-
vic about a couple of line
calls, drawing whistles and
boos from spectators who
frown on that sort of thing.
After one such interaction,
Trevisan broke serve to pull
even at 3-3. Unbothered,
Gauff broke right back to
lead 4-3, smacking a back-
hand winner that brought
Mom and Dad out of their
seafs in the player guest
box.

Now fthere's one match
left to determine a cham-
pion: the dominant Swiatek
against  the precocious
Gauff.

"I'm in a mindset now like:
It doesn't matter.' | mean,
I'm going to be happy, re-
gardless. My parents are
going to love me, regard-
less. So I'm just going to go
into it like another match,"
Gauff said. "I mean, yeah,
it's a Grand Slam final, but
there are so many things
going on in the world right
now, and especially in the
U.S. a lot of stuff is happen-
ing right now, so | think it's
not important to stress over
a tennis match."l]



